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MIT-World Peace University (MIT-WPU)‌, a premier educational
institution in Pune, Maharashtra, is deeply rooted in the philosophy of
Swami Vivekananda, who emphasised that "The union of Science and
Religion alone will bring peace to mankind."‌ Established in 1983 by
Prof. Dr. Vishwanath D. Karad‌, MIT-WPU stands as a beacon of
educational excellence, known for its ‌architectural grandeur ‌and ‌rich
legacy ‌spanning over four decades.‌ 

As a leader in ‌innovation ‌and ‌education‌, ‌MIT-WPU‌ is dedicated to
preparing students to navigate the ‌complexities ‌of a rapidly ‌changing
world‌. The University's mission to achieve 'World Peace through
Education' drives its commitment to ‌scientific‌, ‌technological‌, and
spiritual development‌. 

MIT-WPU‌ fosters an environment where academic rigour meets value-
based ‌education‌, ensuring students are well-equipped to tackle future
challenges and advancements‌. By integrating industry-relevant
research‌, ‌state-of-the-art facilities‌, and a ‌focus on ethos‌, ‌culture‌,
and ‌traditions‌, ‌MIT-WPU ‌aims to ignite young minds and cultivate
responsible global citizens. The University's ‌innovative‌ approach to
education is reflected in its ‌continuous expansion‌ and its dedication to
fostering ‌a holistic learning experience that blends the ‌best of
academics‌, ‌industry exposure‌, and ‌spiritual growth‌. 
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By harnessing ‌new technologies‌, innovative
approaches can mitigate ‌climate change‌, ‌foster‌
sustainable development‌, and ‌strengthen‌
community bonds‌. 

Innovation ‌is the ‌catalyst ‌for progress, driving economic growth and
providing solutions to ‌pressing‌ societal ‌issues‌. 

Innovation ‌empowers societies to tackle challenges
by optimizing ‌resources‌, enhancing ‌capabilities‌, and

delivering impactful solutions through ‌technology‌,
collaboration, and ‌grassroots ‌efforts. 

MIT-WPU R.I.D.E 26‌ is committed to cultivating a
culture of ‌innovation ‌across all sectors. Our primary
objective is to stimulate, ‌support‌, and celebrate
innovative ‌ideas ‌and ‌talent ‌from around the world.‌  
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At  MIT World Peace University (MIT WPU) ,  we
are dedicated to foster ing the hol ist ic
development of  our students through  innovative
educat ion. Our aim goes beyond tradit ional
subjects,  focusing on cult ivat ing versat i le  skil ls
and values that   transcend career  boundaries.  

Dr. RAHUL V. KARAD 
Managing Trustee & Executive President- MAEER'S
MIT Group of Institutions‌
Executive President- MIT World Peace University‌
Chief Initiator- MIT SOG, Pune, Bharat 

SEED THOUGHT 

In this era of ‌ rapid information‌,  we understand that  future careers
may be unpredictable. To prepare our students for  these chal lenges, we
provide essent ial  ‌skil ls ‌and ‌adaptabil ity‌. Our history is a testament to
our commitment to evolving educat ion to meet changing needs. We
remain ‌steadfast ‌in  our mission to prepare students for  an ‌ever-
evolving‌ professional  world.  

A dist inct ive conclave,‌ R.I .D.E. (Research, Innovation, Design, and‌
Entrepreneurship)‌,  was conceptual ized in 2022 with a ‌vision to‌
transform ideas into meaningful impact‌. Over the years,  ‌R.I.D.E.‌ has
evolved into a dynamic platform that empowers students,  innovators,
researchers,  entrepreneurs,  and industry leaders to col laborate,  create,
and dr ive change. Bui lding on the‌ remarkable success‌ of  ‌R.I.D.E. '22‌,
fol lowed by the highly impactful  edit ions of ‌ R.I .D.E. '23‌,  ‌R.I.D.E. '24‌,
and ‌R.I.D.E. '25‌,  the conclave has cont inual ly strengthened i ts legacy
of foster ing innovat ion,  interdiscipl inary col laborat ion,  and
entrepreneurial  excel lence. 

We anticipate that the outlined goals of
R.I.D.E 26 wil l  be achieved significantly. 
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R.I.D.E (Research, Innovation, Design, and Entrepreneurship)‌
is an ‌intra-university‌ initiative‌  ‌crafted to ‌inspire‌ and ‌cultivate‌
entrepreneurial spirit and innovative thinking among students.
Building on the success of its previous editions—R.I.D.E. ’23, ’24,‌
and ’25‌—the fifth edition, ‌R.I.D.E. ’26‌, continues its mission to
push students beyond conventional academic boundaries and into
the realm of ‌transformative ‌impact. 

Spanning four immersive days, the initiative‌  ‌is structured around
its ‌four foundational pillars‌: ‌Research, Innovation, Design,
and Entrepreneurship‌. Each day is dedicated to one of these
themes, offering students a dynamic platform to ‌Explore‌, ‌Ignite‌,
and ‌Reignite‌ ideas that address real-world challenges. 

WHAT 
IS 
R.I.D.E 
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Through this holistic approach, ‌R.I.D.E. ’26‌ seeks to empower
students to become ‌change-makers‌—equipped not only with
knowledge‌, but with the mindset and tools to ‌shape a future‌
defined by ‌innovation, ‌purpose‌, and ‌progress‌. 



WHAT’S NEW 

WITHWITH  
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R.I.D.E. 2026‌ is  not  just  about what the future holds,  i t ’s
about who holds the future. By encouraging students to
step up as ‌changemakers‌,  th is edit ion al igns with ‌MIT-
WPU’s‌ commitment to developing social ly  ‌conscious‌,
innovation-driven‌ leaders. I t  is  a cal l  to act ion,  a
celebrat ion of  ‌self-belief‌,  and a space where purpose
meets ‌possibil ity‌.  

THEME OF 

In an era where breakthrough ideas have the potent ial  to
solve complex global  chal lenges, this year 's theme, ‌"I2I:
Insight to Impact,"‌emphasizes the journey of
transforming knowledge into meaningful  act ion. As
research, technology, design, and entrepreneurship‌
cont inue to converge, ‌R.I.D.E. 2026‌ encourages‌
students‌,  ‌innovators‌,  and ‌aspiring entrepreneurs‌ to
move beyond ideat ion and ‌create solutions‌ that
generate tangible social ,  technological,  and economic
impact.  

This edit ion marks a clear ‌departure ‌f rom the themes of
R.I.D.E. 2024‌ and ‌2025‌,  both of  which revolved around
sustainabil ity‌,  f i rst  through the lens of  ‌innovation ‌for
sustainable‌ ‌development‌,  and then through the urgent
lens of  c l imate act ion and ‌responsible resource ‌use. 
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Previous edit ions succeeded in inspir ing ideas, foster ing
col laborat ion,  and accelerat ing innovat ion. But ‌R.I.D.E.
2026‌ takes the next leap by transforming valuable insights
into measurable impact. This year 's focus is purposeful ly
act ion-dr iven. I t  emphasizes execut ion,  col laborat ion,  and
the abi l i ty  to create meaningful  change through
innovation, research, design, and entrepreneurship‌.  

THEME OF 

One of  the def ining mi lestones from‌ R.I .D.E. 2025‌ was
the successful  accomplishment of  a ‌World Record‌ wi th
3000+‌ Student Ventures,  ref lect ing the col lect ive spir i t  of
innovat ion and entrepreneurship. Bui lding on this
remarkable achievement,  ‌R.I.D.E. 2026‌ inspires
par t ic ipants to ident i fy real-world chal lenges, val idate
impactful  ideas, and develop sustainable,  scalable
solut ions. ‌This edition is designed to move beyond
ideation toward execution, collaboration, and
measurable impact.‌ Along with attending sessions,
par t ic ipants wi l l  embark on an entrepreneurial  journey
guided by mentors and strengthened by the thr iv ing
innovat ion ecosystem of ‌MIT-WPU‌.  

8 PAGE 



The ini t iat ive‌  ‌wi l l  showcase keynote speakers who are
eminent industrial leaders‌ and ‌influencers ‌renowned for
their  achievements in ‌Research, Innovation, Design, and
Entrepreneurship‌. Each day wi l l  feature insightful  keynote
addresses del ivered by these luminaries,  of fer ing deep dives
into their  personal  journeys and ‌professional expertise‌.
Fol lowing each keynote,  engaging panel  discussions wi l l
provide students with oppor tunit ies to direct ly ‌interact ‌with
these‌ industry icons‌,  asking quest ions and gaining f i rsthand
insights into their  ‌success strategies‌ and ‌innovative
approaches‌.  

EXPERT TALKS 

The structure of  the ini t iat ive‌  ‌is  meticulously designed to
ensure that  every student embarks on a ‌transformative
learning journey from the outset. They wi l l  acquire valuable
knowledge ‌and pract ical  insights that  empower them to apply
these ‌learnings ‌immediately. By the culminat ion of  the
sessions‌,  students wi l l  be equipped not only to understand
but also to ‌conceptualise ‌and ref ine their  own ‌business
models‌,  leveraging their  newfound ‌inspiration ‌and
understanding ‌gained throughout the ini t iat ive .  

ANDAND  
PANEL DISCUSSIONS 
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The ‌StartUp Expo‌,  at  ‌MIT-World Peace University‌ in Pune,
India,  is  a pioneering ini t iat ive‌  that  br ings together over 150
star tups to showcase their  ‌cutting-edge‌ products and
solut ions through stal ls,  creat ing a vibrant environment for
entrepreneurial  exchange. With over ‌20 investors‌ in
attendance, the expo provides a unique oppor tunity for
star tups to pi tch their  ideas and‌ secure crucial funding‌.  

One of  the most ‌electrifying ‌and eagerly awaited highl ights
of ‌Startup Expo 2026‌ are the‌ Investment Sessions‌,  where
bold ideas meet oppor tunit ies. Designed in a ‌high-stakes‌,
high-impact format inspired by the iconic “ ‌Shark Tank‌” model,
this is  where game-changing ‌pitches ‌unfold and real  deals
are made. At last  year’s expo, ‌40+ startups‌ p i tched their
ideas to ‌15+ prominent‌ investors ,  result ing in ‌3 startups‌
receiving direct  funding . ‌  
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WORLD RECORD‌  
From Ideas to 2,000 Ventures 

A‌ Historic Milestone‌ by MIT-WPU‌ R.I .D.E. 2025 

Innovation‌ is  measured not just  by ideas conceived, but  by
ideas transformed into ‌action‌.  
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In ‌R.I.D.E. 2025‌,  ‌MIT World Peace University‌ achieved a
remarkable mi lestone by faci l i tat ing the creat ion of  ‌2,000‌
student- led ventures,  establ ishing a World Record for  the
Highest Number of  Ventures Created Through a ‌University
Innovation Initiative. 

This achievement ref lects the col lect ive vision of  thousands of
students who embraced entrepreneurship,  chal lenged
conventional thinking‌,  and transformed their  ‌ideas‌ into
viable ‌business concepts‌. Through structured mentor ing,
exper t  guidance, industry interact ion,  and cont inuous
evaluat ion,  every par t ic ipant embarked on a journey from
ident i fy ing problems to developing‌ innovative solutions. 

More than a record,  this mi lestone represents a growing culture
of innovat ion,  col laborat ion,  and entrepreneurial  excel lence at
MIT-WPU‌. I t  demonstrates what is possible when students are
provided with the r ight  ecosystem, mentorship,  and
oppor tunit ies to ‌transform their potential into meaningful
impact.  

As ‌R.I.D.E. 2026‌ moves forward with the theme "Insight to
Impact ( I2I) ,"  this achievement serves as the foundation for  an
even bigger mission—to inspire the next generat ion of
innovators to‌ create solutions‌ that  leave a last ing ‌impact on
society. 
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 Founder & Innovation

Evangelist

Mr. Roheit S Dubepatil
Director of  Orah Nutrichem Pvt

Ltd

Dr. Utpal Chakraborty
CTO of  IndiqAI

Mr. Charudatta Aradhye
 Director R&D and Site Head

 Boston Scientific

Dr. Anirvan Chatterjee
Founder & CEO

HaystackAnalytics Pvt Ltd

Dr. Vanita Prasad
Chief Technology Officer

 REVY Environmental Solutions Pvt.
Ltd.
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Padma Vibhushan, Padma

Bhushan, Padma Shri
Awardee & Former Director of
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