Students
Seek Work
In Research,
Policy Making
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Pune: Institutes in Pune are
increasingly offering speciali-
sed programmes in political le-
adership, governance and pub-
lic policy amid growing inter-
est in students who want to en-
gage in public life beyond
conventional electoral politics.

Governance education in-
cludes legislative research and
political consulting to grassro-
ots leadership and public poli-
ey advisory roles. It is an emer-
ging career pathway for yo-
ungsters interested in politics
and administration. Students
and alumni said such niche
education helps create structu-
red career opportunitiesinafi-
eld once dependent on infor-
mal political exposure,

“Earlier, politics was seen
as electoral participation only.
During my course, I realised
governance involves research,
communication, policy draf-
ting and constituency manage-
ment,"” said postgraduate stu-
dent of political leadership in
Pune Anagha Kulkarni, who
now works with a policy rese-
arch organisation.
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Governance schools shape
a new political workforce

LEARNING TO LEAD

students build competencies

SCIENCE AND GOVERNANCE STUDIES

political consulting firms. The
diversification is important

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

Politics in India traditionally relied on

experience and grassroots networks.
Today, it requires understanding of policy,
economics, technology and communication.
Structured academic programmes help

— Shrikant Joshi | RETIRED PROFESSOR OF POLITICAL

Such courses create a wider

democratic ecosystem. Not every
enrolled student wants to become an
MLA or MP. Many join think tanks, NGOs,
district administration projects and

— Meenal Apte | viSITING FACULTY MEMBER OF
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Institutes in Pune offer specialised programmes
in political leadership

The demand for trained governance

professionals has increased because
political offices and public institutions require

research support, data analysis, communication

planning and legislative assistance — Expert

alumnus of MIT School of Go-
vernance, works as a legislati-
ve assistant in Mumbai. He sa-
id governance education had
given him a direct exposure to
legislative functioning. “We
studied how assemblies func-
tion, how policy decisions are
debated and how public com-
munication works. It made po-
lities feel more institutional
and less abstract.”

Another student, Rutuja
Patil, said young people are in-
creasingly looking to the field
as a professional space. “Many
want to work in public systems
without contesting elections.
There are opportunities in re-
search, governance consulting
and development communica-
tion,” she said.

Among the institutions

shaping the trend is MIT Scho-
ol of Government, which re-
cently completed 21 years. It is
oneof theearly institutesinIn-
dia to introduce structured po-
litical leadership education.
The institute offers program-
mes focused on governance,
constitutional studies, public
administration, campaign ma-
nagement and legislative pro-
cesses,

Executive presidentof MIT
WPU Rahul Karad said gover-
nance education is relevant in
anevolvingdemocracy. “There
is need for trained individuals
who understand constitutio-
nal values, policymaking and
public systems. Our focus has
been to create informed and et-
hically driven leadership thro-
ugh experiential learning and

legislative exposure,” he said.
Karad further said such in-
stitutions canactas knowledge
bridges between young citi-
zens and democratic institu-
tions. “Students develop a dee-
per understanding of public
accountability and policyma-
king when exposed to gover-
nance processes early,” he said.
Retired SPPU faculty mem-
bers said governance educa-
tion would gradually make po-
litical systems professional .
One frequently cited ex-
ample from MIT-SOG alumni
is the journey of Sumit Wank-
hede, MLA of Arviconstituen-
cy. and Heman Ogale, MLA of
Shrirampur: They transitio-
ned from classrooms to public
office, studying governance be-
fore entering active politics.
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