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HANSPINDIA

‘Need for stron ger
industry-academia
collaboration’

BENGALURU: Industry
leaders and academicians at
the Industry Academia Con-
clave 2026 organised by MIT
World Peace University in
association with National In-
stitute of Personnel Manage-
ment stressed the need for
stronger industry-academia
collaboration to build Al-
ready talent and bridge the
employability gap. The event,
held under the theme “Bridg-
ing Ideas. Building Futures,
featured participation from
IBM, Biocon, Canonical,
Kraft Heinz and JLL.

Speakers induding Thy-
agu Valliappa, Prasad D.
Khandekar and Sanjay Mitra
highlighted the importance
of upskilling, adaptability, ex-
periential learning and indus-
try-led education models to
prepare students for rapidly
changing workplace demands
driven by Artificial Intelli-
gence and automation.

MIT World Peace University and the National Institute of Personnel Management
hosted the Industry Academia Conclave 2026 on the theme Bridging Ideas. Building Futures.
Thyagu Valliappa, Vice Chairman, Sona Valliappa Group, gave the keynote address. Senior
professionals from IBM, Biocon, Canonical, Kraft Heinz India, JLL, and other organisations
also spoke at the event.
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